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The Great Commission:

nurTurinG DisCiples

Opening Worship - Frazer Memorial UMC - 7:00 pm
Prelude
Opening Music

O For a Thousand Tongues

Miller

By Faith

Conference Mass Choir

Getty & Townsend, arr. Daniel Semsen

Call to Worship
The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
The risen Christ is with us.
Praise the Lord!
*Opening Hymn

Rev. Neil McDavid

Lift High the Cross

No. 159

*Opening Prayer

Bishop Paul L. Leeland

Worship Medley

Robert McMichael and Jarvis Wilson

Welcome and Greetings
Old Testament Reading
Anthem
Missional Offering

Dr. Tim Thompson
Psalm 89: 5-18
Forevermore (Psalm 145)

Conference Mass Choir

Cottrell & Keveren, arr. Phillip Keveren

Imagine No Malaria

Offertory Prayer
Offertory

Rev. Enrique Escobar

Sheri Altland

Campaign Director, Imagine No Malaria

Rev. Neil McDavid
Say Amen

Arr. Cliff Duren

Conference Mass Choir
Soloist, Michele Westbrook

*Doxology
*Epistle Reading

Acts 12: 1-17

*Please stand as you are able.

Amber Shirley
Youth Delegate
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Sermon

Stuck by the Story

*Closing Hymn

Christ for the World We Sing

*Sending Forth
Postlude

Bishop J. Michael Lowry
No. 568
Bishop Paul L. Leeland

Now We Thank All Our God

Karg-Elert

Bishop J. Michael Lowry
Bishop Mike Lowry is the resident bishop of the Central Texas Conference of
The United Methodist Church/Fort Worth Episcopal Area, where he is the
spiritual leader for about 164,000 United Methodists in 320 congregations and
developing faith communities.
At the time of his election and consecration as bishop in July 2008, he was
serving as executive director of New Church Development and Transformation
in the Southwest Texas Conference in San Antonio, Texas. Prior to that, he
was senior pastor at University United Methodist Church, a 5,800 member
congregation in San Antonio that grew from 4,800 to 5,700 members during his
tenure. His previous appointments include United Methodist Churches
in Austin, Corpus Christi, Harlingen and Kerrville and, while a student, serving Plymouth Park in Irving,
Texas. Churches under his leadership have received a number of awards and recognitions including Habitat
for Humanity, the President’s Award from Hutson-Tillotson College, the Churchmanship Award from San
Antonio Community of Churches, and the Arthur Moore Evangelism Award three times. Bishop Lowry is a
regular blogger at his post, “The Focused Center” and his “Generous Living” sermon was published in Best
Stewardship Sermons of 2005. He was awarded the B’nai B’rith Award in Social Ethics by Perkins School of
Theology. In 2014, he contributed the chapter entitled “Order” in Finding Our Way: Love and Law in The
United Methodist Church (Abingdon Press, edited by Rueben P. Job and Neil M. Alexander).
A 1972 graduate of Earlham College in Richmond, Indiana, Bishop Lowry earned his Master of Theology
from Perkins (at SMU) and his Doctor of Ministry from Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary. He
and his wife Jolynn have a son Nathan and daughter-in-law Abigail; daughter Sarah, son-in-law Steven and
granddaughter Grace. Family time over the years has included trekking in the national parks, an adventure
they still enjoy as time and schedules permit.

This worship service was prepared by the Alabama-West Florida Annual Conference
Worship Planning Committee, chaired by Rev. Geoffrey Lentz.
Presiding Bishop: Bishop Paul L. Leeland
Preacher: Bishop J. Michael Lowry
Music Leadership: Frazer Memorial United Methodist Church
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The Great Commission:
Nurturing Disciples

SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE & HOLY COMMUNION
FRAZER SANCTUARY
MONDAY, JUNE 1, 2015
10:15 A.M.

Prelude			

Adagio					

*Processional Hymn

For All the Saints

		

Opening Prayer						

Elgar
No. 711

Bishop Paul L. Leeland

Special Music 		
If You Could See Me Now
Robert McMichael &
arr.
Newman
										 Jarvis Wilson
Epistle Lesson
*Hymn of Joy

Revelation 21: 1-6a

Rev. Virginia Kagoro

Sing with All the Saints in Glory

Sermon

Meaning in Stones
Joshua 4: 1-7

Invitation to the Table and Call to Confession

No. 702

Rev. Spencer Turnipseed
Bishop Paul L. Leeland

Leader: Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who
earnestly repent of their sin and seek to live in peace with
one another. Therefore, let us confess our sin before God
and one another.
People: Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our
whole heart. We have failed to be an obedient church. We have
not done your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled
against your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we
have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray.
Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
(All pray in silence.)
Leader: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;
that proves God’s love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you
are forgiven!
People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
All: Glory to God! Amen.
*Please stand as you are able.
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The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks
to you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. God of Abraham and
Sarah, God of Miriam and Moses, God of Joshua and Deborah, God of Ruth
and David, God of the priests and the prophets, God of Mary and Joseph, God
of the apostles and the martyrs, God of our mothers and fathers, God of our
children to all generations.
And so with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full
of your glory, Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son, Jesus Christ. By the baptism of his
suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your church, delivered us
from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by water and
the Spirit.
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks
to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said “Take, eat; this is my
body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” When the supper
was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:
“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant. Do this as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer
ourselves in praise and thanksgiving, as a holy and living sacrifice, in union
with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
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Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and
wine. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ that we may be for the
world, the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. Renew our communion with
all your saints, especially those whom we name before you.
*(You are invited to stand as the name of each honored is read aloud and to respond
with the words displayed with the person’s picture on the screen. A candle will be
lighted in recognition of each person.)
Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, strengthen us to
run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the
Pioneer and Perfecter of our faith. By your Spirit make us one with Christ,
one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes
in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through your Son Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty God, now and forever. Amen.
And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray with boldness.
The Lord’s Prayer (Unison)
Breaking the Bread and Taking the Cup
Receiving of the Bread and Cup
(At the direction of the ushers, the congregation will move to one of
the serving stations in the sanctuary.)
Congregational Hymns
Let Us Break Bread Together			
No. 618
Fill My Cup, Lord					No. 641
Spirit Song						No. 347
There’s Something About That Name		
No. 171
His Name Is Wonderful				
No. 174
*Hymn of Celebration
*Dismissal with Blessings
*Postlude			

Marching to Zion 				

No. 733

Rev. Pamela Avery
A Mighty Fortress			Martin Luther
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Organist - Kelley Garrett
Candle Lighters - Rev. Brandon Dasinger, Rev. Olivia Poole-Reneau

Following are those who have died between May 1, 2014 and April 30, 2015
Joanne Comer Bellman

Rev. Paul M. Higdon

Rev. Larry Dean Bennett

Polly H. Hill

Rev. Robert T. Bennett

Rev. J. Joel Jones

Eleanor Bordages

Rev. D. Jerry Jordan

Rev. Clarence Burrell

Rev. Hampton Kicklighter

Rev. Kenton K. Cecil

Rev. Ted H. Lovelace

Rev. In Wha Chung

Rev. Joseph Mason

Rev. Ralph Eugene Dalton

Lorrie Nichols

Rev. Donald Davitz

Paul Parker

Rev. John T. “Jack” deJarnette, Jr.

Rev. James B. Perry

Ruth Chandler Ellisor

Rev. James A. Posey

Genevieve B. Graham

Betty Sells

Lora H. Guy

Rev. Hugh Shirah

Rev. Lowell Edgar Hale

Gary A. Snyder

Margie Armstrong Ham

Rev. RC Warren

Bishop C.W. “Handy” Hancock

Rev. C.A. (Bert) Weiss

Rev. Robert Hendricks

Those who have died following May 1, 2015, will be memorialized
at the 2016 Annual Conference Service of Remembrance.
The Alabama-West Florida Conference Commission on Archives and History and Worship Planning
Team prepared this service.
We remember those who are now a part of the “cloud of witnesses.”

7

The 2015 Alabama-West Florida Conference
Advance Brochure is now available!

To download, go to
www.awfumc.org/advancebrochure
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Invitation to be In Covenant
The Alabama-West Florida Cabinet offers an invitation to the Annual
Conference to be in prayer and reflection during this election year:

We who are laity and clergy affirm our calling
within the Church and our Annual Conference.
We affirm our differences- race, gender, age,
culture, theological perspective, geographical
location, etc.- and yet we “are all one in Christ
Jesus.” (Galatians 3:28)
We affirm our similarities and differences are
gifts to the Church and all are needed to offer
the Good News of Jesus Christ to our world.
(I Corinthians 12)
We affirm that we will embrace the many
differences of our conference by respecting one
another’s values and voices.
We covenant to pray for those who are elected
to serve the larger church as we join in this, our
prayerful work.
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DONATE TODAY
stegallscholarship.com

THESE A R E o u r

S T U D E N T S.
WE MUST NOT LET THEM DOWN.
multiplying your generous gifts into scholarships for seminary students
from the alabama - west florida conference.
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“Spiritual Formation is the process of being
shaped and formed in the image of Christ
for the sake of others.”
Rev. Bob Mulholland

- SPIRITUAL FORMATION MINISTRIES Centering Prayer
Companions-in-Christ
Experiential Prayer Room
Labyrinth
Prayer Beads
Prayer Shawl
Spiritual Direction
Two-year Academy
For more information regarding Spiritual Formation Ministries,
please visit www.awfumc.org/spiritualformation
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EXPERIENTIAL PRAYER ROOM
“Jesus said to them, ‘Come away with
me. Let us go alone to a quiet place
and rest for a while.’” - Mark 6:31
At Annual Conference this year, come
by the Experiential Prayer Room for
a while to rest in a quiet place when
the hustle and bustle of conference
gets to be too much, or if you want to
experience prayer in quiet.
Come to the Experiential Prayer room
to rock or sit a while in the silence;
make protestant prayer beads; learn
how to pray with them or pray as
you knit; place a prayer in the Wailing
Wall and your prayers will be prayed
for. Walk the labyrinth; lay down your
burdens; learn about Centering Prayer
or pray for the AWFUMC Conference
as it does its worshipful work.
Spiritual Directors will be present if
you need someone to talk to.
The Experiential Prayer Room will be
located in the East Sanctuary.
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Retirement and Health in the Alabama-West Florida Conference

www.methodisthomes.org

1-800-852-2093

Methodist Homes of Alabama and Northwest Florida (Methodist Home for the Aging) offers care communities for
elders who want to be close to licensed or specialized care as well as retirement apartments for low-income elders. No
matter the choice of community, our Wesleyan Heritage is evident. Faith-based communities, staffed by caring people
offer elders and their families comfort, compassion, and peace of mind. We are home to the Fountain of Love fund, a
financial assistance program for residents in a Methodist Homes care community who have exhausted their own
resources. In fact, no resident of a Methodist Home has ever been asked to leave due to their inability to pay.

Mathison

Panama City, FL

Wesley Gardens

Montgomery, AL

3637 West Hwy 390, Panama City, FL 32405
CONTACT: (850) 215-4663
Independent living, assisted living, memory care assisted living for persons age 62+

1555 Taylor Road, Montgomery, AL 36117
CONTACT: (334) 272-7917
Assisted living, specialty care assisted living (memory care) for persons age 62+

Wesley Haven Villa

Pensacola, FL

111 E. Wright Street, Pensacola, FL 32501
CONTACT: (850) 434-1035
Independent living, assisted living, income assistance program, participates in the Florida Medicaid
Waiver / Diversion Program, for persons age 62+

Wesley Manor

Dothan, AL

718 Honeysuckle Road, Dothan, AL 36305
CONTACT: (334) 792-0921
Assisted living, specialty care assisted living (memory care), skilled nursing and Alzheimer’s care for persons age 62+, and short-term rehabilitation and therapy is available for persons age 55+

The Epworth House (Selma)

2500 Franklin Street / AL / 334-875-6450
Affordable Housing Community
48 HUD-assisted independent living
apartments, age 62+ and the disabled

Wesley Scott Place (Pensacola)

3300 West Scott St. / FL / 850-437-1400
Affordable Housing Community
40 rent-restricted independent living apartments low-income elders age 55+

Other Care Community: Fair Haven (Birmingham) Other Affordable Housing: Wesley Apartments (Anniston)
Wesley Acres & Wesley Acres II (Decatur) / Wesley Park (Anniston) / Wesley Glen (Decatur)
OUR MISSION: To enrich the lives of older adults and all those who serve them in faith-based communities, where life is celebrated, relationships are valued, teamwork is embraced, service excellence is expected and the touch of God’s love is ever-present and ageless.
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Do you have older adults in
your congregation?
Then you really should get to know us!
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Older Adult Task Force
Alabama-West Florida UMC Conference
Chairperson: Barbara Wilder
214 Partin Dr S, Niceville, FL 32578
bwilder@yourcrosspoint.org, 850-678-4411, ext 123

We are a group of lay and clergy volunteers who plan quality conference-wide events for older adults to augment the
ministry to older adults in our local churches. Our greatest difficulty in this is getting the word out. We need your
help. When we begin publicity for our events, every clergy, and those laypersons who have signed up, receive an
email with the event details. Please watch for these emails to pop up in your inbox and share them with an older
adult staff or lay person in your congregation. We appreciate so much any help you can give us in spreading the word!
If you know anyone who would like to serve on this Task Force, we would welcome their joining us! And we also
welcome your comments and suggestions. Thank you!

Upcoming events:
Trip to Explorations in Antiquity Center and Hills and Dale Estate -

September 28 - 30, 2015 in

LaGrange, GA. Cost: $150 for double occupancy, includes hotel, 3 meals, and all admissions. Transportation
(cost not included in trip fee) will be arranged by areas of the conference.

One Day - Saturday, February 13, 2016 - Rev. Karl Stegall is the keynote speaker.

Day will also include music,

drama, lunch, and more! Cost: $20 Held at beautiful Blue Lake Assembly, Andalusia, AL.

Inspirit Retreat - April 7-9, 2016 - Program is now in the planning stages, but this retreat, held at Blue Lake
Assembly, will include dynamic speakers, break-out sessions on various topics, outdoor activities, lots of
music, and laughter. Watch for your email with all the details.
PLEASE Contact Barbara Wilder for more information or brochures/flyers to distribute. THANK YOU!

15

2014

United Methodist
Children’s Home

Accomplishments
1018

children, youth and
parents were helped through
our ministry!
• 65 youth served in our Group
Homes and Transitional Living
Program
• 58 children served in our Florida
Foster Care Ministry
• 56 children served through our
Therapeutic Foster Care Ministry
• 211 families representing 730
individuals served through our
Adoption Services
• 18 Knabe Scholars served in our
Scholarship Program at The

University of Alabama, Shelton
State Community College, and
The University of North Alabama

• Crestview Teen Center served 11
individuals through our
Mentoring Program and 36
individuals through classes,
training and events

For 125 years the United Methodist Children’s Home has served
children and families with the love of Christ across Alabama and
Florida. This would not be possible without the support from the North
Alabama and Alabama-West Florida Conferences. Abused, neglected,
traumatized children, young mothers, struggling families find comfort
and safety through our group homes, scholarship homes, foster care
programs, and family preservation services. As we celebrate our 125th
year of ministry, we would like to thank the Alabama-West Florida and
North Alabama Conferences of the United Methodist Church for helping
the hurting and forgotten children of Alabama and northwest Florida.
Because of you we are able to fulfill the greatest and most ageless
mission an organization could hope to have: “To follow the example of
Christ by embracing all God’s children…one child, one family at a
time.”

Please join us on Tuesday, June 2nd at 9AM for cookies and
lemonade.

www.umch.net
16

17

Bring assembled kits and bulk supplies to
Annual Conference 2015!
Currently, there is a critical need for health kits and school kits.
However, all kits and bulk supplies are welcome.
Visit www.awfumc.org/reliefkits for updates and instructions.
A truck in the parking lot at Frazer Memorial UMC will be open
during these hours during annual conference to receive your kits:

Monday - 7:30am to 12:30pm
Tuesday - 7:30am to 12:30pm
Wednesday - 7:30am to 11:00am
UMCOR distributes kits around the world to the most vulnerable people during times of crisis.
Thank you to Coleman American for providing the truck again this year,
and for transporting the supplies on to Sager Brown Depot in Baldwin, LA.

+

Thank you to the youth of Millbrook FUMC (Monday), Woodland UMC (Tuesday), and Mulder
Memorial UMC (Wednesday) for working at the truck and receiving the supplies.
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Spiritual Formation
Luncheon
Tuesday, June 2, 2015
Noon
Guest Speaker
Dr. Cory Smith
Baypines District Superintendent
Frazer UMC
Room 7207/09
Text (251) 952-2175 or visit the
Spiritual Formation booth in the
lobby to register.

The AWF
Conference staff
would like to thank
the Frazer UMC staff
for hosting annual
conference.
We appreciate you!
The
Alabama-West Florida

Conference
United Methodist Church

OCTOBER 5-7, 2015 - BLOOMINGTON, IL

ANNUAL HEALTH
SCREENINGS
Monday, June 1st - 6:30am-8:30am
Tuesday, June 2nd - 6:30am-8:30am
This is oﬀered as a part of our health and wellness initiative
designed to help you maintain good health.
- Fast 6-8 hours before test.
- You may drink water, black tea or black coﬀee and you may take your medication.
- Oﬀered for conference health insurance
The
Alabama-West Florida
participants. Others may participate
for $120.

Conference
United Methodist Church

Form to Indicate Interest in Being Considered for Service on
Boards/Commissions/Committees/Councils/Agencies/Institutions
of the Alabama-West Florida Conference of the United Methodist Church
Please complete this form, and email it to the Conference Secretary, Dr. Neil C. Epler,
neilepler@yahoo.com or mail it to P.O. Box 241347, Montgomery AL, 36124-1347 at your
earliest convenience BUT NO LATER THAN the end of each calendar year.
Name (please print): ____________________________________________________
Church Name: _________________________________________________________
District: ________________
Email Address: ___________________________
Telephone Numbers: ofﬁce: _________________ cell: ________________ home: _________________
Mailing Address:

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

Name of group(s) on which you wish to be considered for service: (See list on back of page.)
________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

To facilitate inclusiveness, you may offer the following:
Age: ____12-18yrs ____19-30yrs ____31-60yrs ____61yrs–above
Disability Status: ____________________

Race/Ethnicity: ____________________

Brief description of leadership and service in your local church in the past decade. (use separate sheet if
necessary)
What spiritual gift(s) have you identiﬁed through this service? (use separate sheet if necessary)

Gifts and passions related to group(s) on which you wish to be considered for service. (use separate sheet if
necessary)
My signature on this form denotes that, if elected, I will attend the meetings and actively participate in
the work of the group(s), and I have no known conﬂicts of interest that could interfere with my service on
the group(s).
Signature: _________________________________

Date: ________________________
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Councils/Boards/Commissions/Committees/Agencies
of the Alabama-West Florida Conference of the UMC
Nominated by the Conference Committee on Nominations
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

CORE Team – At-Large Members
Conference Board of the Laity – Representatives of lay men, women, youth and young adults
Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministry
Council on Finance and Administration
Board of Pension and Health Beneﬁts
Board of Trustees
Commission on Equitable Compensation
Board of Discipleship
Board of Global Ministries
Board of Church and Society
Board of Congregational Development
Town and Country Commission
Board of Advocacy and Ethnic Ministries
Committee on Resolutions and Petitions
Committee on Courtesies and Introductions
Committee on Standing Rules
Commission on Archives and History
Committee on Episcopacy

Nominated in accordance with the provisions of the Book of Discipline, the conference standing rules, the
constitution and bylaws of the group, or the policies of the institutions of higher education
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Conference Board of the Laity
Conference United Methodist Men
Conference United Methodist Women
Board of Ordained Ministry
Joint Committee on Incapacity
Diaconal Committee on Investigation
Ministerial Committee on Investigation
Committee on Nominations
Conference Policies and Personnel Committee
Committee on Journal
Committee on Episcopacy
Episcopal Residence Committee
Conference Administrative Review Committee
Academy for Congregational Excellence
Blue Lake United Methodist Assembly Board of Trustees
United Methodist Children’s Home Board of Trustees
Methodist Homes Corporation Board of Trustees
Alabama-West Florida United Methodist Development Fund, Inc.
Alabama-West Florida United Methodist Foundation, Inc.
Georgia Florida Federal Credit Union
Noah’s Ark (Panama City Beach Ministries) Board of Directors
College Board of Trustees: Birmingham-Southern College, Huntingdon College
Wesley Foundation Boards of Directors: Alabama State University, Auburn University, Pensacola Junior
College and University of West Florida, Troy University, Tuskegee University, University of South Alabama,
University of West Alabama

Note: For information on these groups, refer to the Book of Discipline and to the reports in the Brochure of Reports or
the Journal.
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The Alabama West Florida
Conference
would like to extend its
sincere appreciation to
Coleman World Group
for transporting
relief supplies.

The
Alabama-West Florida

Conference
United Methodist Church
www.awfumc.org

